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History

• Founded in 1948 by the Committees of 
Socialist International

• Created in Germany in 1951 under the • Created in Germany in 1951 under the 
name of ‘International Workers Aid’ 
(IWA)

• IWA changed its name to Solidar in 
1995 and moved to Brussels



What is Solidar?

• European Network of NGOs - working 
together for social and economic justice

• 53 member organisations from 25 different 
countries, 20 EU member states



What is particular with Solidar?

• Progressive civil society movement

• Close cooperation with trade unions

• Cooperation and partnership with civil 
society organisations in Europe and 
worldwide (Global Network)



What is Solidar?

• INGO working in the areas of 
– International Cooperation

• Development and Co-development
• Humanitarian Aid• Humanitarian Aid

– Social Affairs
• Social Policy & Social Services

• Migration

– Education
• Lifelong Learning

• Equal opportunuties through education



Values and Objectives

• Solidar believes in
– the indivisibility of social, economic, civil, political, 

and cultural human rights 

• Solidar affirms that • Solidar affirms that 
– equity can best be achieved through solidarity

• Solidar campaigns for
– raising awareness for a sustainable and rights-

based global economy

– economic and social justice for all peoples, both 
within and between states.



Values and Objectives

• Core Values
– Solidarity

– Democracy – Democracy 

– Indivisibilty of Human Rights

– Equality and Parity 

– Social and economic justice



Social Affairs

• Lisbon Treaty

• European Social Model

• Post=Lisbon Strategy

• Social Inclusion and Social Protection

• T4SE Campaign

• Flexicurity & Modernisation of Labour Law

• Future of Social and Health Care Services in 
the EU Internal Market



Social Policy - SSGI
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Social policy - SSGI
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Communication on
single market for

21st century Europe
COM(2007)724

Staff WP 3
FAQ state aid

SEC(2007)1516

Staff WP 2
FAQ public

procurement
SEC(2007)1514

Framework at EU level: Citizens’ 
Agenda 

Communication on active inclusion
COM(2007)620

Communication on
new social vision for
21st century Europe 

COM(2007)726
social reality stocktaking

5 Staff WP
(i.a. instruments single

market; methodology for
product market and sector

monitoring)

Elements of
package of

initiatives of
20 November 2007

Staff WP 1
Progress since 2004

WP SGI
SEC(2007)1515

Communication on
SGI including SSGI -

new European
commitment

COM(2007)725



Debate on service quality 
at European level
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Debate on service quality 
at European level
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Concerns, demands and
expectations of social NGOs: Quality
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Concerns, demands and
expectations of social NGOs: Quality
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Social policy
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International Cooperation

• Decent Work for a Decent Life

• Trade/Labour Issues at European & 
International LevelInternational Level
– World Social Forum

– G8

– WTO

– European Partnership Agreements (EPA’s)

– Global Call Against Poverty



International Cooperation

• Cooperation in the Field
– Sri Lanka

– Palestine– Palestine

– India

– Iraq

– Balkans



Education

• Lifelong Learning

• Development Education • Development Education 

• Intercultural Learning



Horizontal Areas

• Migration
– Legal & Irregular Migration

– Co-Development

– Integration

• Civil Society Dialogue

• Future of Europe 



Silver Rose Awards 

Solidar Silver Rose Awards 2009

Beginning 2010, European Parliament, 
Brussels



Networks of Networks

Concord Social Platform EUCIS-LLL

National Platforms Other European networks 

Global Network

53 member organisations in 25 
countries



Global Network

• Common project of IFWEA and SOLIDAR

• Regional Platforms in Africa, LA and Asia

• Main issues
– Fair global trade

– Migration

– Social protection



Contact Information

Solidar
Rue du Commerce 22
B - 1000 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 500 10 20Tel: +32 2 500 10 20

www.solidar.org

conny.reuter@solidar.org

Weekly Roundup


